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Jt  is  with  no  small  degree  of  diffidence 
that  I  venture  to  obtrude  upon  the  public 
attention.  So  violent*  however,  have  been 
the  solicitations  of  my  knowing  friends*, 
and  so  earnest  the  entreaties  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintances,  that  my  invincible  modesty 
has  yielded  to  the  desire  of  being  useful  to 
the  world.  The  reader  must  not  imagine, 
however,  that  I  have  a  contemptible  opi¬ 
nion  of  it  myself ;  on  the  contrary  I  am 
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delighted  with  it,  and  intend  reviewing  it 
myself  in  the  next  Edinburgh  Review , 
and  have  engaged  a  friend  to  speak  fairly 
of  it  in  the  Quarterly ;  Blackwood  and 
Constable’s  Editors,  shall  laud  it  to  the 
skies  ;  and  I  mean  to  conciliate  the  Has 
JBleus ,  by  informing  them  who  is  the  au¬ 
thor,  well  knowing  that  this  will  afford 
them  the  highest  gratification.  But  to 
our  subject — -From  the  time  of  Eristra- 
tus*  to  that  of  Dr  Barclay,  there  have  not 
been  wanting ,  men  so  totally  devoid  of 
principle  as  to  perform  divers  cruel,  and  no 
doubt  painful  incisions  upon  dead  bodies. 
The  object  of  all  this  I  never  could  com¬ 
prehend,  as  I  see  no  necessary  connection 
between  prescribing  a  dose  of  salts,  and 
dissecting  a  dead  body;  nay,f  respectable 


*  This  Erisfcratus  must  have  been  a  terrible  man. 
Me  is  said  to  have  cut  a  hole  into  a  living  man,  in  order 
to  see  the  heart  move  ;  a  very  rational  piece  of  curio¬ 
sity,  but  rather  dangerous  just  now  to  imitate. 

i  See  answer  to  the  Pamphlet,  by  a  M  Friend  of 
Humanity.” 


physicians  have  informed  me  that  it  is  to¬ 
tally  unnecessary.  A  learned  friend  how¬ 
ever  conjectures,  that,  as  anatomy  is  a  sci¬ 
ence  of  hard  names,  all  dissection  is  to 
find  out  some  part  of  the  body  not  hither¬ 
to  named  by  any  anatomist.  In  short 
that  it  is  a  kind  of  voyage  of  discovery 
through  the  human  frame.  Another  sug¬ 
gests,  that  they  are  keeping  a  sharp  look 
out  for  the  seat  of  the  soul ;  a  discovery  for 
which  I  hope  they  may  meet  with  a  Par¬ 
liamentary  reward.*  Which  of  these  two 
hypotheses  is  the  most  plausible,  I  can 
hardly  determine.  I  am  led,  however,  to 

i 

adopt  the  former ;  as  upon  taking  up  a 
book  of  anatomy  the  other  day,  I  found 
no  less  than  ten  or  a  dozen  names  given 
to  that  part  designed  to  hold  the  brains — - 
I  mean  the  skull.  Thus  there  was  Kogkos 
and  Kotos,  and  Kodia,  and  Skaphion,  not 

*  This  might  be  so  graduated,  that  a  proportional 
share  shall  be  given  to  him  who  makes  the  nearest 
approximation  to  it. 
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to  enumerate  Cranium,  Galea,  011a,  Cal- 
va,  Calvaria,  Testa,  and  Scutella !  !  Now, 
in  the  name  of  all  that  is  anatomical, 
where  is  the  necessity  for  this  farrago  verbo- 
rum  ?  If  I  break  my  leg,  (which  Heaven 
forefend)  am  I  a  whit  the  better  for  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  it  is  not  a  fracture,  but 
a  longitudinal  fissure  of  the  tibia;  or  if, 
my  nose  is  bruised,  how  is  it  remedied  by 
being  assured  that  it  is  merely  a  simple  ec~ 
chymosis,  without  any  lesion  of  the  subja¬ 
cent  periosteum. 

Previous  to  exhibiting  my  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  Medicine,  I  consider 
myself  bound  to  state,  that  I  belong  to  no 
party  or  sect,  but  a  am  myself  alone.”  Al¬ 
though  I  wish  for  temperate  reform,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  Regulations, 
yet  I  can  safely  aver,  that  I  am  neither 
Whig,  Tory,  Ministerialist,  Jacobin,  or 
Oppositionist,  Wernerian,  or  Huttonian, 
and  care  as  little  about  the  formation  of 
veins,  as  the  composition  of  Muriatic 
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Acid.  My  only  anxiety  is  to  see  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  abolished  for  ever ;  and 
should  my  plan  succeed,  I  am  determined 
to  carry  reform  still  further. 

All  shall  not  save 

From  the  terror  of  flight  or  the  gloom  of  the  grave. 


A  word  at  parting,  to  my  fellow-scrib- 
biers;  X  am  in  the  best  of  possible  hu¬ 
mours  with  all  the  world  and  mean  to  re¬ 
main  so.  An  honest  difference  of  opinion 
is  no  reason  for  losing  one’s  temper ;  and  X 
hope  to  preserve  mine  unruffled,  whether  j 
Hudibras,  or  William  Smith,  be  finally 
triumphant.  In  the  words  of  that  prince 
of  orators,  Hunt,  on  a  recent  occasion,  “  X 
shall  overlook  them  all,  and  see  fair  play,” 


REGULATIONS. 

I.  No  person  shall  presume  to  practise 
Surgery,  until  he  swears  that  he  never  did, 
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nor  never  will,  aid  or  assist  in  the  dissection 
of  a  dead  body. 

II.  That  all  temptation  to  steal  bodies 
be  done  away,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  persons 
who  shall  die  after  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  shall  be  burnt  at  the  Cross  in  High 
Street,  under  the  inspection  of  the  proper 
authorities.  The  ashes  shall  be  carefully 
collected  and  deposited  in  an  iron  box, 
with  some  appropriate  inscription  ;  the 
key  of  this  box  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  who  shall  surrender  it,  only 
by  warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

III.  To  prevent  any  Surgeon  or  Phy¬ 
sician  from  pleading  ignorance  of  Anato- 
my,  it  is  decreed,  that  a  large  black  board 
shall  be  suspended  in  each  Lecture-room, 
on  which  shall  be  chalked  the  different 
parts  of  the  body,  as  far  as  decency  will 
permit. 

IY.  One  day  in  each  year  shall  be  set 
aside,  in  order  that  the  Students  may  visit 
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the  slaughter-houses,  and  there  learn  as 
much  as  they  ought  to  know  of  the  human 
structure  *.  They  are  not  however,  to 
carry  any  thing  away  under  pain  of  pil¬ 
lory. 

Y.  No  Student^  for  the  future,  shall  be 
examined  as  to  his  knowledge  of  Anatomy, 
and  shall  construe  such  questions  as  a  libel, 
for  which  he  may  demand  redress  in  any 
court  of  law ;  to  prevent  idleness  however, 
it  is  enacted,  that  they  may  be  examined 
in  Chinese,  upon  the  parallax  of  the  fixed 
stars,  or  the  state  of  the  Town’s  funds* 

•  /  • 

VI.  That  no  examination  of  a  body  he 
allowed  at  the  Infirmary,  or  elsewhere, 


*  I  would  here  suggest,  that  the  ships  now  fitting 
to  find  the  North  Pole,  be  ordered  to  catch  and  pre- 
serve  a  few  Unicorns,  Sea  Snakes,  and  Mermaids,  in 
order  that  no  opportunity  should  be  lost  of  prosecut¬ 
ing  anatomy,  without  having  recourse  to  human  dis¬ 
sections  unnecessary  cruelty  in  taking  them  should 
be  avoided. 
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mnder  pain  of  perpetual  banishment.  In 
case  any  Physician  should  so  far  violate 
public  decency,  as  to  request  a  sight  of  the 
patient’s  tongue,  or  enquire  too  particular¬ 
ly  into  the  state  of  his  bowels,  he  shall  be 
transported  beyond  the  seas  for  fourteen 
years. 

VII.  That  no  surgical  operation  be 
performed  without  an  order  from  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  ;  and  the  present  disgraceful  prac¬ 
tice  of  permitting  students  to  be  present 
at  such  operations,  shall  be  immediately 
abolished.  No  person  shall  be  present  but 
the  operator,  who  shall  be  bound  by  oath 
not  to  make  a  single  incision  more  than 
shall  have  previously  been  determined  by  a 
jury  of  respectable  house-holders,  especially 
empannelied  for  this  purpose. 

VIII.  Any  person  found  with  a  surgi¬ 
cal  instrument  in  his  pocket,  shall  be  im¬ 
mediately  'burnt  alive  without  benefit  of. 
clergy. 
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IX.  Any  person  carrying  a  basket  co¬ 
vered,  or  a  bag  tied  up,  through  the  streets 
of  Edinburgh,  shall  be  considered  as  a  sus¬ 
picious  character,  placed  under  the  surveil¬ 
lance  of  the  police  for  twenty  years,  and 
give  bail  to  the  amount  of  L. 10,000.  * 

X.  No  blood  letting,  for  the  future, 
shall  be  allowed,  unless  three  weeks  previ¬ 
ous  notice  be  given  to  the  vestry  of  the 
parish  to  which  the  patient  may  belong. 
Leeches  are  proscribed  as  contrary  to  com¬ 
mon  humanity. 

>  / 

XI .  All  makers,  venders,  or  manufacturers 
of  surgical  instruments,  shall  be  put  to  the 
torture,  and  then  hung  as  decently  as  pos¬ 
sible. 


I  have  a  number  of  excellent  regula- 


*  It  might  be  necessary  to  enact  that  no  coach  or 
carriage  shall  be  driven  through  the  streets,  unless 
the  windows  are  down,  and  the  doors  open. 
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tions  in  reserve,  such  as  burning  all  books 
upon  anatomy,  surgery,  or  physiology, 
abolishing  the  anatomical  chair,  &c.  &c. 
Many,  however,  may  think  me  too  vio¬ 
lent  a  reformer  ;  and  as  all  improvements 
must  (even  in  this  philosophical  age)  be 
gradual,  I  am  fearful  of  proposing  too  much 
at  once.  The  surgeons  and  anatomists 
may  threaten,  but  I  am  too  old  in  the 
conflict  of  the  pen,  to  dread  the  needle  of 
the  one,  or  the  scalpel  of  the  other* 


W.  Ait  chiton.  Printer 


